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We Cannot Justify a 
Sectional Church 


By J. McDOWELL RICHARDS 


Both in his Reasons for Separate Or- 
ganization and in the Address to All 


the Confederate States of America—ex- 
isted for only a few brief years, but the 


Churches of Christ, which he prepared for 
our General Assembly in 1861, Dr. James 
Henley Thornwell set forth the principle 
that “church organizations should be de- 
termined by national lines.” The nation 
with which that distinguished theologian 
was primarily concerned at the time— 





logic of Dr. Thornwell’s position carries 
conviction still. 

Our responsibility at home is to Amer- 
ica as a whole, and we cannot ultimately 
justify a sectional church upon the basis 
of reason or of Scripture. If the differ- 
ences between us and our sister Presby- 
terian Churches in other areas of the 
nation are indeed so wide and deep that 
we cannot unite with them, it would seem 
to be our duty to undertake a movement 
for establishing congregations of our own 
in the North and in the West as well as 
in the South. I know of no one in our 
Assembly who advocates such a program. 

Because I am convinced that we have 
a responsibility to our nation as a whole; 
because I believe that we have much to 
receive from and much to contribute 
through a nationwide organization of 
Presbyterians; and because I have con- 
fidence in and affection for the churches 
concerned, I personally have come to 
favor union with our brethren of the 
USA and of the United Presbyterian 
Churches. 


DR. RICHARDS is widely known throughout 
the church as a distinguished minister and 
educator of Decatur, Ga. 


RICHARDS: A Thornwell principle. 











Letters to the Editors 





“| Saw a Presbytery Vote Against Union” 





Experience Is Described 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I saw a presbytery vote against union! 

I realize that other presbyteries have 
also ignored the request of our church’s 
highest court, the General Assembly, 
and gone ahead to vote on the question 
in spite of the fact that the General 
Assembly asked that the vote not be 
taken until January 1955. And such an 
attitude on the part of a Presbytery (and 
on the part of the individuals I have 
seen in action) seems to be “the General 
Assembly can’t tell us what to do.” I 
know that a few of our other Presbyteries 
have also voted against union. I hope I 
do not see another one do it. I say this 
for two specific reasons: 

(1) Quite naturally, I heartily favor 
the plan of union which will bring back 
together three branches of our historic 
Presbyterian Church. 

(2) I don’t want to have to listen to 
some of the so-called reasons for oppos- 
ing the plan of union: 

“Dissolve our church.” 

“Give away our property.” 

“Lower our per capita giving.” 

“Lower our evangelistic ratio.” 

“Plan does not provide for the king- 
ship of Christ.” 

“Our church government would be 
changed.” 

“We would be swallowed up with 
nothing to say about policies.” 

Of course, one realizes that such rea- 
soning is not very sound and is not based 
on a thorough study of the plan of union, 
but it does represent the thinking ex- 
pressed in these words—‘There is no 
reason for a discussion of the question 
here; we all know how this presbytery 
will vote, and nothing will change the 
vote.” 

I do want to say however that there 
was some discussion and some capable 
leadership shown, but of course the 
majority of those voting against it were 
just plain “against it.” I was proud of 
those men who stood and spoke in favor 
of the plan—they knew full well the 
positions they were placing themselves 
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in, but their convictions came first, their 
church came first, and their dedication 
to the best interest of the Kingdom of 
God came first, and they reasoned and 
corrected inadvisable accusations, un- 
founded fallacies of opposition, erron- 
eously phrased objections. 

And I want to say also that even though 
no Ruling Elder voted for the plan of 
union, there were Ruling Elders there 
who were in favor of it, but of course 
their Sessions had not sent them as 
official representatives at this meeting. 

I don’t want to see another presbytery 
vote against union, for it is impossible 
for me to believe that the great leaders 
of our church who have worked so faith- 
fully and hard through the years of nego- 
tiations and provided us with such an 
acceptable plan of union were actually 
doing something which would be as 
detrimental to our church as some of the 
opposition to union would have us be- 
lieve. 

As a “visiting brother’ at this presby- 
tery meeting on October 19, I had a far 
different feeling from that when I was 
received under the care of that presby- 
tery several years ago. I never want to 
see another presbytery vote against 
union. 


Lewisburg, W. Va. R. A. PFRANGLE. 


Some Questions 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


There is a little confusion in our minds 
as regards the plan of the union—some 
questions in my mind which are not 
clear. 

1. If the invitation to unite came from 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., why all 
the effort to prevent the union? 

2. Is the Presbyterian Church, U-‘S.. 
split? 

3. At a meeting where the union was 
explained, it was stated that the church 
would be run by a dozen or so men from 
New York or some other far away place 
and everyone told what to do, even the 
minister. 

4. Was it a fact that $98,000 was 
budgeted so as to finance a program by 
the opponents of the union? 

WEstT VircInia ELper. 


Institutes Scheduled 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The 1955 Institutes for pastors of Town 
and Country Churches will be held as 
follows: 

Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Virginia, Tuesday-Friday, January 
25-28. 

Arkansas-Missouri-Oklahoma Area, at 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, Tuesday-Friday, 
February 22-25. (Included in an inter- 
denominational conference at the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas). 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Deca- 
tur, Georgia, Monday-Thursday, April 
25-28. 

Louisville Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
Monday-Friday, August 1-5. (Included as 
part of the total program of the Pastors’ 
Conference). 

Texas-Louisiana Area, Plans not com- 
plete, but will probably be included in 
the Texas Synod Church Extension Con- 
ference at Mo-Ranch. 

Our Town and Country Church Depart- 


ment issues invitations to pastors of 
Town and Country Churches to attend 
these institutes. We offer scholarships 
toward expenses for room and meals. 
This notice is to invite any pastor who 
does not receive a personal invitation by 
mail and who would like to attend the 
institute in your area, to write to me, 
and an invitation will be forthcoming. 

JAMES M. Carr. 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 

Atlanta 5, Ga. 


When They Play Dixie 
To THE OUTIOOK: 


Right now I wish it were possible for 
the whole Presbyterian Church, USA, 
to be received into the membership of 
the Presbyterian Church, US. Differences 
between us are so inconsequential, what- 
ever sacrifice of principle we made would 
be insignificant compared to the bless- 
ings achieved in our union. Of course, 
| would like to have the United Preshy- 
terians included. 

I have always been in favor of union. 
Some of my closest friends in high school 
were from families of Southern Presby- 
terian missionaries to Korea. I went to 
college in the South, and taught two 
years in Tennessee, and have felt a 
loyalty to your part of the country ever 
since. (I stand up when they play Dixie.) 
I still feel that the loveliest towns in the 
United States are in North Carolina and 
Georgia. 

As ardently as I wish for union, the 
last thing I want is to hurt any one of 
your churches by forcing it to unite 
against its will; and it would hurt to 
have even one church pull out in the 
ease of union. If any bitterness among 
the Southern churches is the price we 
will have to pay, union is not worth that 
price. 

Your stand in favor of union is encour- 
aging, and I will continue to hope it may 
become a reality. But I will also pray 
that union will not cause any church to 
separate itself when the denominations 
join together. 

Thank you for your great coverage of 
this issue. 

WILLARD LAMPE. 
Beatrice, Nebraska. 


Judas’ Betrayal 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In your issue of November 15 under 
the heading “Any Questions” the ques- 
tion was asked, “Was Judas destined to 
betray Christ from his birth, or did he 
have some choice in the matter?” This 
question has worried me and lots of 
others whom I have known through the 
years. I carried it a long time and asked 
several ministers about it but got no sub- 
stantial help. 

About two years ago I made it a sub- 
ject of prayer and I received the answer 
that has satisfied me and I am asking 
you to publish it with the prayer that 
it may help someone who like me is 
seeking for the answer. Judas was born 
for this purpose. Jesus said, “I have 
kept all except the son of perdition, that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled.” BUT 
if Judas had come back to Jesus and said 
“Master I have sinned, I really did not 
know what I was doing, won’t you for- 
give me?” 

That is what Peter did and he was 
forgiven. Judas also would have been 
forgiven if only he had asked for it, in- 
stead of going out and taking his own 
life. 


Georgetown, S. C. Joun G. LELAND. 
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Hit ‘Ever-Earlier’ 
Christmas Emphasis 


Newark, N. J. (RNs) — A protest 
against the “‘ever-earlier secular, commer- 
cial emphasis” which makes people “get 
tired of Christmas before the spiritual 
celebration takes place,” was made by 
the Newark Church Fellowship, com- 
posed of clergy and lay representatives of 
Protestant churches here. 

“It is our conviction that the spiritual 
values in the observance of the Christ- 
mas season are increasingly dissipated 
and diluted with the ever-earlier secular, 
commercial emphasis,” the group said. 

“We recognize the necessary commer- 
cial aspects in shopping, decorations, etc. 
At the same time, the projection of these 
necessary commercial phases ever earlier 
in the year, so that, as of November Ist, 
a multitude of stores had Christmas deco- 
rations, Christmas advertisements, Santa 
Claus, and all the rest, has a noticeable 
deleterious effect upon the spiritual ob- 
servance. 

“In plain language, people get ‘tired 
of Christmas’ before the spiritual cele- 
bration takes place. With vigor, we pro- 
test this lengthening of the Christmas 
shopping season.” 


CHURCHES, MINISTERS ATTACKED 


Statewide Hearing on Segregation in Public Schools 
Sees Open Denunciation of Churchmen 


The church and ministers in general 
and the Presbyterian Church in particu- 
lar were given a rough time of it at the 
recent hearing on segregation in Virginia. 

The occasion was the public meeting 
held in the Richmond Mosque which 
seats 4,600, under auspices of a legislative 
commission appointed by the Governor of 
Virginia. The long meeting lasted from 
10 a.m. until 11:30 p.m. with time out for 
two meals. More than 100 persons, out 
of a list of 143 securing time for presen- 
tations, spoke for themselves or for one 
or more organizations. Top attendance 
was estimated at about 2,000. 

Most of the speakers came from govern- 
mental units, with requests going out to 
the county boards of supervisors to send 
their representatives to the meeting, and 
most of the speakers made a plea for 
status quo. 

But for Presbyterians and churchmen 
the chief point of interest was the bitter 


Synod Actions Reported at Board Meeting 


Six synods in the General Assembly 
have formally approved the action of the 
1954 General Assembly in regard to 
racial segregation, it was reported at the 
fall meeting of the Board of Church 
Extension. The six are Texas, Arkansas, 
Missouri, West Virginia, Kentucky and 
Virginia. 

The Synod of Florida has deferred ac- 
tion, it was reported, and eight synods 
have set up various types of study pro- 
grams before definite action is taken. 
Only the Synod of Mississippi, and that 
by a margin of 60-39, has overtured the 
Assembly to reverse its stand. 

The Board also heard that similar 
action to that of the majority of synods 
has been taken by many presbyteries with 
only Harmony (South Carolina) asking 
reversal of the action. Eight have formal- 
ly approved the Assembly declaration as 
follows: Birmingham, Fayetteville, Bra- 
zos, West Texas, Mid-Texas, Potomac 
and Lexington. 

In addition, the Board was told, Ses- 
sions of a number of churches have taken 
action declaring their readiness to receive 
members regardless of race while other 
Sessions have indicated that no such 
formal action is needed because under 


the Book of Church Order no racial re- 
striction is indicated. 

Among other actions by the Board 
was a request to the finance committee 
to study whether any of the trust funds 
held by the Board can be used as 
loans to churches in the construction of 
new buildings. Trust funds now help in 
the support of church extension through 
interest on investments. Now the study 
is to ascertain the possibility of using 
these funds for the building of churches 
while they continue to earn interest. 
Donors’ stipulations and other considera- 
tions will determine their use. 


McGukin Declines 


The Board heard that Emmett B. Mc- 
Gukin, Lynchburg, Va., pastor, has de- 
clined the call to become its executive 
secretary. Efforts to secure an executive 
to head this work have been deferred for 
later action. 

Some concern was expressed concerning 
lagging payments to the Negro Work 
Campaign and the committee directing 
this work was reactivated to press efforts 
toward collection of this fund. While 
two-thirds of the time has passed, barely 
half of the pledged $2,225,000 has been 
paid. The total now due is $1,086,140. 


feeling manifested toward ministers and 
churches who dared say anything on this 
subject—favorable toward non-segrega- 
tion. Any who supported segregation 
were regarded as within bounds. 

One of the chief presentations was on 
behalf of the Synod of Virginia by W. E. 
Hemphill, Moderator Z. V. Roberson 
and the Assembly’s former Moderator 
Frank W. Price. These men communi- 
cated to the commission the resolution 
of the synod supporting the former action 
of the General Assembly which condemns 
segregation and calls for support of the 
Supreme Court action in regard to the 
public schools. 

These men were followed by Wm. J. 
Story, Jr., South Norfolk superintendent 
of schools who said that as a Presbyterian 
“Dr. Price was not speaking for me.” He 
said he could not understand the sudden 
interest of ministers in the public schools 
—that the schools have been in great dif- 
ficulty for a long time but the ministers 
have not been interested in lending their 
help, for example, in regard to teachers’ 
salaries and other needs. He said he 
wanted to ask ministers two questions: 
(1) Have you ended segregation in your 
own church? and (2) Have you asked 
officials what integration would mean? 


For “Some Presbyterians” 

W. E. Daniel, Jr., Keyesville, had time 
secured for him by R. B. Crawford, a 
Farmville elder who introduced Mr. Dan- 
iel. Mr. Crawford was recently listed 
as president of the Defenders of State 
Sovereignty and Individual Liberties, a 
group pledged to preserve segregation in 
the public schools. He is a dry cleaner 
in Farmville. Last spring he wrote one 
of the state papers commending “to all 
parents the idea . . .of investigating very 
closely what their children are being 
taught in church schools.” 

It was not clear who Mr. Daniel spoke 
for. There was mention of a Farmville 
group of Presbyterians but these were not 
identified further. During his eight min- 
utes talk he did not discuss the problem 
for which the meeting was called but 
concentrated his attack upon the Synod 
of Virginia for “violating its authority” 
in sending any communication on the 
subject to the meeting. He said 1,500 
laymen, not identified further, had 
signed a petition opposing the action. 








He said the synod’s action was a viola- 
tion of the laws of the church and of the 
principle of separation of church and 
state. 

Several church groups were represented, 
all in support of non-segregation, but 
no other white church besides the Presby- 
terian had taken action on the subject. 
United Church Women, ministerial asso- 
ciations, Christian Action groups, and 
a number of Negro denominations made 
their presentations, in addition to Jewish 
groups and the Virginia Council of 
Churches. 

William Stephenson, a shipyard work- 
er of Newport News, was particularly 
vocal in attacking the ministers. He said 
he represented the “Committee to Found 
a Virginia League” which, upon ques- 
tioning, he said had “eight or ten mem- 
bers.” He said, “I have been made sick 
to my stomach today listening to min- 
isters and observing their tact. Where 


PROTESTANT WEAKNESSES 





were they prior to May 17? Didn't they 
believe this before or were they deceiving 
us? I want to know how many of them 
believe what they say and how many of 
them feel they have to compete with 
Roman Catholics.” 

The Norfolk Ministers Association 
was represented by K. Millard Stevens. 
It is an inter-racial body. Mr. Stevens 
said that they did not approve of racial 
amalgamation and inter-marriage but 
that integration in the school system was 
not relevant to those problems. 


“It Is Insidious” 

Mrs. A. J. E. Davis represented the 
Arlington Council of Church Women sup- 
porting the Supreme Court decision. 
When she concluded her formal statement 
she said she had seen evidences of racial 
prejudice during the meeting in the ac- 
tions of members of the commission. The 
chairman (Senator Garland Gray), she 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Because of special studies in this field, Henry R. Mahler, now pastor 
of the Woodland church, Nashville, Tenn., has been asked to comment 
on this question. 


CHIEF WEAKNESSES 
What are the chief weaknesses in 
Protestantism of which Roman Catho- 
lic strategy seeks to take advantage? 

Some of the chief Protestant weak- 
nesses of which Catholics make capital 
are: 

(a) Protestant divisions and lack of 
unity. The claim of the one true church 
has a strong appeal to many who are dis- 
gusted with sectarian strife. ‘Those who are 
confused by the conflicting doctrines of 
so many Protestant churches are tempted 
by a church which confidently proclaims 
dogmas on which there can be no disa- 
greement within the church. But Protes- 
tants must point out that division is a 
price of freedom, and that organic unity 
can be had only through the oppressive 
use of power. 

(b) Protestant liberalism of the past 
two or three generations gives the Catho- 
lics a chance to capitalize on the present 
swing to a more conservative position 
politically, economically and theological- 
ly. Accusations that Protestant liberals 
were too “soft” and taken in by Com- 
munists are probably true in just enough 
cases to make good propaganda. Liberal 
rejection of many long-held doctrines of 
the church makes a good target for Catho- 
lics and offers a strong appeal to the na- 


tural religious conservatism of many 
people. 
(c) The tendency of Protestant 


churches also furnishes the Catholics 
good propaganda. They are fond of 
pointing to the capitalist, laborer, pro- 
fessional man, immigrant, politician and 


4 


gangster all kneeling in the same church, 
They point to the Catholic cathedral in 
the heart of a city while the Protestant 
churches flee to the suburbs where the 
better classes live. They are making 
capital of the failure of Protestant 
churches to incorporate different races, 
especially the Negro, into their congrega- 
tions. 

(d) Protestant reluctance to take any 
part in political affairs, especially as a 
church, has given the Roman Church a 
great advantage as it has no such reluc- 
tance. Whether this is a weakness of 
strength of Protestantism can be debated. 
But the Catholics have been quick to seize 
the advantage. They encourage their 
people to enter politics, and when in office 
to use their position for the advantage of 
their church. 

(e) Protestant indifferentism is prob- 
ably a weakness of which the Catholics 
take advantage in propaganda. So many 
Protestants are shamefully vague about 
what they believe. They hold a general 
conviction that the church is a good thing 
and should be encouraged in its work, but 
their attendance is rather poor, and too 
many allow any secular duty or pleasure 
to interfere with religious responsibilities. 
In contrast the Catholics point to the 
good attendance at mass; to the real de- 
votion and zeal of so many of their 
people; and to their real convictions on 
religious matters. The Catholic’s under- 
standing of at least a part of his faith 
is in strong contrast to the vague notions 
of many Protestants, and the latter is 
left with the feeling that he has the weak- 
er religion. 


said, had instructed the speakers not to 
digress but that during a five-minute 
digression which was an attack upon the 
clergy, he had not stopped the speaker 
but had turned to a member of the com- 
mission behind him and winked. More- 
over, she said, every white speaker dur- 
ing the day had been thanked by the 
chairman when statements were com- 
pleted, but not a Negro, she declared, 
had been so thanked. 

When she was applauded for this state- 
ment the chairman rapped vigorously for 
order and declared that if he had been 
unfair during the proceedings it was 
entirely unintentional. 

Mrs. Davis stepped back to the micro- 
phone to say, “Yes, I think that is true. 
I think you are sincere. This simply 
shows how insidious race prejudice is, 
for we do these things without even real- 
izing that we do them.” As she retired 
from the stand several boos were heard 
from the audience—and some applause. 

Speakers supporting segregation took 
pains to say that religion ought not to 
have anything to do with the question 
at issue and when a speaker made an 
appeal on the basis of religious values and 
convictions some of those listening were 
heard to say, “There goes that religion 
again.” 

The commission is to present to the 
Governor its ideas as to how the state 
should meet the Supreme Court decision, 
with the Governor having expressed him- 
self to the effect that integration of the 
schools is to be avoided. 


That They Might 
Be One 


Contributed by H. R. McFadyen, 
Asheboro, N. C., pastor, is “something 
that J. C. Ryle, Lord Bishop of Liver- 
pool, said in 1873 in his Commentary on 
John’s Gospel”: ; 





“Let no man think lightly, as 
some men seem to do, of schism, or 
count it a small thing to multiply 
sects, parties and denominations. 
These very things, we may depend, 
only help the devil and damage the 
cause of Christ. Let us bear 
much, concede much, and put up 
with much, before we plunge into 
secessions and separations. They 
are movements in which there is 
often much false fire. Let rabid 
zealots who delight in sect-making 
and party-forming, rail at us and 
denounce us if they please. We 
need not mind them. So long as 
we have Christ and a good con- 
science, let us patiently hold on our 
way, follow the things that make 
for peace, and strive to promote 
unity. It was not for nothing that 
our Lord prayed so fervently that his 
people might be ‘one.’ ”’ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ An elder of wide experience says 


Reunion Will Cost Something 


N DECIDING whether it is in the 

interest of the Kingdom for us to adopt 
the plan of union, we Presbyterians are 
confronted with a fateful decision. Many 
of us believe that at this time when the 
world is in such a desperate state we 
can exert a more powerful influence if we 
unite with other Presbyterians and speak 
with one voice; that there are impressive 
reasons for forming one strong nation- 
wide Presbyterian communion, supported 
by three million Presbyterians. Notwith- 
standing, there are a lot of sincere people 
who doubt the wisdom of it all. 


Although it is claimed by the oppo- 
sition that “the entire pro-union move- 
ment in our church has been carried 
on by a small group of men,” it is a 
fact that every representative vote on 
this subject, taken in recent years, 
showed a substantial majority for the 
plan in principle. 

Whether that majority will reach three- 
fourths next year seems to depend on 
whether certain controversial issues can 
be clarified to the satisfaction of a goodly 
number. Let us analyze four of these 
arguments which have most frequently 
been raised against reunion. 


Costs vs. Compensations 

1. There are some who are troubled 
because of the sacrifices which we must 
make if we agree to the plan. The ac- 
complishment of union is certainly going 
to cost us Southern Presbyterians some- 
thing. Union would be worthless if it 
did not. If we join hands with our 
Northern brethren and step out into the 
night to do battle against the Rulers of 
Darkness, we shall certainly suffer loss. 
Harmony and united effort and common 
causes, in honor preferring one another, 
all carry a price tag. They entail sacri- 
fice and magnanimity. 

The question for us seems to be, Will 
the compensations outweigh the costs? 
In making these sacrifices, will we honor 
our God and promote the causes which lie 
close to his heart? Are there advantages 
in Christians composing their differences 
and presenting a solid front in this dark 
hour when the malignant disease of Com- 
munism is gnawing at the vitals of all 
that Protestant Christianity holds dear? 

There is a growing number of faith- 
ful Presbyterians who are wondering if 
we can win the fight against our enemies 
by all of us going our separate ways, who 
question that doing business at the same 
MR. McLEOD is District Supervising Exam- 
iner of the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor- 


poration and an elder of the Second church, 
Richmond, Va. 
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By ROBERT McLEOD 


old stand and being wedded to outmoded 
methods will solve the difficulties which 
are crowding around us and who believe 
new faith and willingness to sacrifice 
will be needed. Such an effort will surely 
cost us something. 


Are We More Worthy 


2. There are some who modestly de- 
clare that we U. S. Presbyterians are more 
worthy than our USA friends. In decid- 
ing the question, are we wise to color 
our judgment with the notion that ours 
is a superior church? Are we sure we 
are not “thinking more of ourselves than 
we ought to think’’? 

Statistically we have done a little bet- 
ter, but the USA church has a relatively 
good record too. For instance, in our 
Program of Progress campaign we raised 
about five million dollars. The USA 
church in a like campaign raised 27 mil- 
lion dollars, the largest sum of money 
ever raised by a Christian denomination 
in a similar period of time. 


Such a plan is not conceived in the 
minds of unworthy people, nor was its 
consummation possible except by de- 
voted Christians. 


Some of us have convinced ourselves 
that we have done creditably, but basic- 
ally we must be conscious of how far 
beneath our responsibilities we have 
lived. Working at this job for 92 years, 
in an area which has shown remarkable 
development, with a population of almost 
50 million, we have slightly less than 
750,000 members. Our influence on the 
masses in the South has been neglible. 

As an illustration, during the entire 
history of our church three-fourths of the 
Negro population of the country has 
lived across the street from us. Until 
quite recently we have scarcely turned a 
hand to help them spiritually and less 
than 4,000 out of 11 million are Presby- 
terians, U.S. Literally millions of them 
have given up their faith right before 
our eyes. 

The same is true of the laboring classes 
in our Southern cities. We have ignored 
them until they too have slipped through 
our hands. 

Our gifts have certainly increased. At 
the same time in an era of unparalleled 
prosperity, when the wealth of the South 
has multiplied, our contributions to 
church causes have in no sense kept pace 
with the income of our people. As a re- 
sult, crying need has been passed by, 
eternally significant opportunities for- 


feited. In a word, the Lord’s business 
has suffered because of our unworthi- 
ness. The church has either lacked the 
vision or the courage or both to challenge 
our people. 


In an Anglo-Saxon area which con- 
tains the largest percentage of non- 
church people in America, is it becom- 
ing in us to boast? 


Can we comfortably look into the face 
of God with these teeming millions of 
non-Christians all around us? Do we 
really feel that we have given generously ? 
Would not humility be more becoming in 
us and do not the circumstances drive us 
to our knees to see if some better plan 
could be devised? Is the fact that pro- 
portionately we give a few dollars more 
than our Northern neighbors any con- 
vincing reason for us to refuse a great 
Presbyterian union in America? Does 
anyone question that any Southern Pres- 
byterian will give less if we unite? In 
all probability the inspiration and bless- 
ing which will flow from the consumma- 
tion of the plan will result in more lib- 
eral giving. 


Our Essential Beliefs 

3. Many have become exercised and 
apprehensive about the liberalism in the 
Northern church. Seemingly these people 
fail to recognize that our world has seen 
a great return to essential Christian faith 
in recent years. All three churches have 
been moving to central positions of Chris- 
tian truth. The Confession of Faith and 
Standards of the united church will be 
the same that we hold in common today. 
In all three churches there may be an 
occasional minister who has some diffi- 
culty with some part of the creed, but 
certainly there are no more proportion- 
ately in one church than in another. 

As Dr. Hunter Blakely stated, “The 
real conflict of our day is not North ver- 
sus South, but Christianity versus pagan- 
ism, a paganism that in this mid-twen- 
tieth century is revived in a new and more 
powerful form, expressing itself in com- 
munism, facism and materialism.” 

I was born and reared in the Southern 
church and have been privileged to serve 
as an elder for a long while. Recently 
and for ten years I was an elder in the 
USA church and came to know many 
of its leaders intimately. There are no 
better Christians anywhere than these 
devoted folks in the Northern church. 
Certainly the purer our religion and the 
sounder our beliefs the less danger we 
have of uniting with people of like faith, 
the vast majority of whom accept the 
Scriptures as contained in the Old and 








New Testaments as the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice. 

The Plan of Union provides that each 
presbytery is the guardian of its own faith 
and to each presbytery is given the au- 
thority to examine those who wish to 
labor within its bounds and to accept 
or reject them. This provision removes 
any reasonable possibility that any South- 
ern presbytery could be “loaded down 
with ministers with liberal views.” What 
we sorely need now is not an argument 
about orthodoxy but a united church of 
believing Presbyterians over three mil- 
lion strong, living by, proclaiming and 
giving to our needy world this Reformed 
emphasis upon Christian faith, which is 
our common heritage. 


A Business Deal? 

4. Then there are friends who seem 
to fear that we shall make a bad business 
deal to unite. Surely we are not going 
to reduce this problem with all of its 
spiritual implications to a business basis. 
The curse of present-day Christianity is 
that we have mechanized it and commer- 
cialized it and made it conform to the 
world. 

The young ministerial graduate leaves 
the seminary imbued with the conviction 
that he must make a success of his min- 
istry commercially, financially and sta- 
tistically and he finds many shining ex- 
amples about him. We have measured 
spiritual things by this yardstick so long 
that we have forgotten that it “is not by 
might nor by power, but by my spirit.” 

In our better moments we know that 
sort of thing is sounding brass. And 
yet we are asked to overlook the spiritual 
factor and determine the profits in this 
deal. We are, of course, expected to ad- 
minister the church’s affairs with all 
diligence, but nowhere in the New Testa- 
ment is there any suggestion that business 
principles must be the actuating motive 
in the work of the Kingdom, but there 
is abundant evidence that we are to spend 
and be spent, and that if we try to con- 
serve our talents for personal gain, we 
shall have these taken from us. ‘“‘He that 
saves his life shall lose it—he that loses 
his life for my sake shall find it.” There 
is no business profit in “doing it unto the 
least of these.” Giving away both coat 
and cloak are contrary to business prin- 
ciples. 


Actually, can anyone point out where 
we shall lose anything? When two 
communions merge there is nothing 
lost. The assets of each become the pos- 
session of all. 


Broader Opportunities 

One of the most surprising and pain- 
ful aspects of this whole argument is the 
whispered suspicion — the implication 
that our Christian friends in the USA 
church will resort to unworthy schemes 
to take advantage of the Southern church 
and that we shall be “swallowed and dom- 
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inated by the larger body.” The sugges- 
tion does us no credit. Such a goblin is 
seen under the bed only by those who do 
not know the devotion to Christian prin- 
ciples of our Northern neighbors, who 
have worked themselves into a frantic 
fear which is as unjust as it is unlikely. 
At a time when Christianity is fighting 
its most deadly enemy for generations, 
are we going to forfeit all the spiritual 
gains and practical advantages which lie 
in union simply because we Southern 
Presbyterians will own “only 20% of the 
stock”? We Southerners are going to 
have only a minority interest in Heaven 
too. 

There are thousands of Presbyterian 
elders who believe that out of any sacri- 
fices we may make to foster this cause will 
come honor and profit and broader oppor- 
tunities and above all, the benediction of 
a God whose prayer at the end was that 


“they may be one, as we are one.” 

Christians of every faith are increas- 
ingly conscious that if the world is to be 
saved from disaster it must be through 
the application of Christian principles, 
The evil influences which are undermin- 
ing Western civilization are directed by 
a central authority and work in unison. 
Many of us believe the Church of God 
must coordinate its plans and its forces 
if we are to meet successfully this crisis 
which confronts the Christian church. 

If, in the Providence of God, we South- 
erners vote to join this union, instead of 
haggling over small honors and disputing 
about the theories of our faith, we think 
we shall see the united church step out on 
the promises of God and in the “power of 
his might” make a rich contribution 
toward the amelioration of these dan- 
gerous ills which confront us and our 
children. 


“ALL THINGS COME FROM THEE” 


By H. H. SMITH 


N AGED Christian man was travel- 

ing in California and came upon one 
of those wonderful scenes in the Yose- 
mite Valley. Overcome with emotion, 
he fell upon his knees, clasped his hands 
and exclaimed, “Mercy, mercy, mercy! 
Have I lived for 76 vears to see this great 
glory? God made it all.” 

Only a man of a devout spirit could 
be so moved by the sight of God’s won- 
ders in nature, and think only of the 
Creator of it all. Multitudes, no doubt, 
look upon the same entrancing scenery 
day after day without a thought of the 
One who brought it into existence. Let 
us read again those wonderful chapters 
in the Book of Job, depicting the omni- 
potence of God—the God who alone could 
create these things: “The earth, the sea, 
the stars, the light, the rain, the snow 
and frost, the lightning, the variety of 
marvelous instincts and powers possessed 
by the animals.” 


Divine-Human Partnership 

God speaks to us impressively in the 
opening words of the Bible: “In the be- 
ginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” But we do not go far in the Bible 
before we discover that the One who 
made this world is not running the world 
without man. 

While it is true that “all things come 
from God,” there is a divine-human 
partnership, or cooperative spirit, between 
God and man—and for this we should 
be devoutly thankful. Someone has said 
that whenever a man plants a hill of beans 
he enters into partnership with Almighty 
God. God made the soil and the seeds 
and sends the sunshine and the rain, 
but man must plant and cultivate or there 
will be no harvest. 

God never made a telegraph, telephone 


or radio instrument, but he created elec- 
tricity, electrical waves and magnetism, 
and gave man the intelligence necessary 
to use these forces of nature and construct 
these in-truments which have brought 
great benefits to mankind. While giving 
due credit to man for his diligence, pa- 
tience, skill, which have resulted in mar- 
velous achievements in so many fields, 
it is still true that ‘all things come from 
God.” 


God’s Instrument 


It is reported that a little boy who 
had been operated upon by a great sur- 
geon, said, as he came from under the 
anesthetic: ‘My mother will never get 
done talking about you.” 


This feeling of deep gratitude toward 
those who have helped us during some 
great crisis is understandable. When 
someone was overly-enthusiastic in his 
praise of his family physician, the doc- 
tor said something like this: ‘You are 
too generous with your words of praise. 
A doctor is only God’s instrument in 
healing the ills of his patients. God gave 
the human body the power to heal, under 
proper conditions, and the doctor helps 
nature do its work, perhaps with the aid 
of drugs which God created.” 

The devout Psalmist offered praise 
and thanksgiving to the One “who heals 
all our diseases.” 

As we pray, “Give us this day our 
daily bread,” let it be an acknowledge- 
ment of our dependence upon him from 
whom all things come—and be thankful. 


“Back of the loaf is the snowy flour, 
And back of the flour the mill, 
And back of the mill is the wheat and 
the shower, 
And the sun and the Father’s will.” 
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D&E—David K. Allen, (above), new 
president of Davis and Elkins Col- 
lege, West Virginia, stands between 
Wm. C. Schwartz (left), Presby- 
terian, USA, head of student work 
on the campus of the University of 
West Virginia, and Andrew R. Bird, 
Jr., (U. S.) church, Huntington, W. 
Va., president of the D&E trustees. 


QUEENS—Att the installation of Ed- 
win R. Walker as president of 
Queens College, Charlotte, N. C., the 
Synod of South Carolina was repre- 
sented by Edward G. Lilly, Charles- 
ton pastor (left), while Moderator 
James A. Jones (right), Charlotte 
pastor, represented the Synod of 
North Carolina. Dr. Walker is stand- 
ing beside Dr. Lilly and next to him 
is Queens’ former President, Hunter 
B. Blakely, now secretary of the As- 
sembly’s higher education program. 
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INSTALLATIONS 


A.T.S.—Among the fall procession- 
als incidental to the inauguration of 
presidents of institutions of higher 
education was that of Charles E. S. 
Kraemer as head of the General As- 
sembly’s Training School (above). 
More than ninety colleges, semi- 
naries, universities, training schools, 
boards and agencies sent their rep- 
resentatives to walk in the proces- 
sional in Richmond, Va., to see the 
fifth president of this institution 
formally installed on the day exactly 
forty years after the founding. Judge 
M. Ray Doubles (right) walks with 
Dr. Kraemer, followed by Dean P. H. 
Carmichael (left) and Assembly’s 
Moderator Wade H. Boggs. 
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EDITORIAL 


How to Correct 
Inadequate Salaries 


Much is heard and observed about the 
inadequate salaries of many ministers. 
The average is far too low and the mini- 
mum salaries are a disgrace to the church. 

But so far as the Presbyterian Church 
is concerned, we ought to be able to do 
something about this, something adequate, 
because of our highly-prized form of gov- 
ernment. The presbytery is our bulwark, 
but in this case an unused bulwark. 

You can very well imagine what would 
happen in a labor organization if its men 
were offered so poor a salary as these 
lowest paid ministers. They would never 
hear to such treatment for their members. 
But it is seldom observed that presbytery 
or its Commission on the Minister and 
His Work is as frank as it ought to be in 
securing a fair financial provision for 
its ministers. 

Obviously, the individual minister 
cannot or should not do this for himself. 
If he does, he becomes suspect, with his 
demands for certain financial returns. 
But the presbytery’s commission, with its 
responsibility for the minister and the 
church, ought to see to it that with every 
call the salary basis is carefully examined 
and that the right sort of salary is in- 
cluded in the terms of the call before pres- 
bytery approves the transaction. 





This is the only safeguard that will be 
effective in those circumstances where the 
spirit of sharp traders enters into secur- 
ing a minister for as little as he can pos- 
sibly be paid. 


For a Christian Christmas 


The Detroit Christmas Committee, 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and civic, 
brings forward some recommendations 
about the proper observance of Chris- 
mas. It has a five-point program: 

1. The sending of Christmas greeting 
cards of a religious character. 

2. Holding only such office parties as 
are in keeping with the meaning and 
spirit of the holy season. 

3. Using the nativity scene in public 
places and places of business. 

4. Cooperation with press, radio and 
TV in creating a community atmosphere 
in keeping with the spiritual significance 
of Christmas. 

5. Calling for all citizens to present a 
gift in the form of goods or services to 
the churches of their choice or to some 
other religious or benevolent cause, as 
their gift to Christ. 

It is interesting to see how many local- 
ities are taking positive action along 
similar lines. 


A Little Late 


We recently reported here (Nov. 15) 
a letter by four prominent elders in our 
church which has been sent throughout 
our Assembly attempting to correct a 
Reidsville, N. C., letter which was first 
distributed in the fall of 1953. 

Now this letter of the four elders is 
being protested in print by the Reidsville 
source and a similar protest has come 
to us in connection with our editorial 
comment calling attention to it. 

The questions now being raised inquire 
as to why the letter was so long appear- 
ing in answer or why the comments are 
based not on the 1953 form of the plan 
but on the 1954 revision. 

This is not so difficult to answer by 
anybody who has observed what has hap- 
pened. For one thing, the letter was 
answered in these columns shortly after 
it first appeared (OvTLOoK, Oct. 26, 
1953, “If This Is Information” and sub- 
sequently reprinted). The present letter 
appears to be an enlargement of some of 
these replies. 

In the same editorial we raised ques- 
tions that have never been answered— 
why should the elders of our church be 
told that there are certain provisions in 
the Plan of Union that were never in any 
plan—1953, 1954 or any edition of it? 
Furthermore, why should they continue 
to be told these things after corrections 
have been made? 

As for the distribution of the Reidsville 
letter, it was sent out in 1953, but long 
after important changes were made it was 
still sent out, to the extent of thousands of 


copies, with never a suggestion that it 
contained gross errors, long before point- 
ed out. 

Just why so many of our church officers 
should have been subjected to this has 
never been satisfactorily explained. 

The recent letter of the four distin- 
guished elders seeks once more to set 
right what ought to have been corrected, 
with apologies, by the original authors 
of the first letter. 


GUEST EDITORS 


“Trick or Treat” 


I was delighted these past few days to 
see newspaper reports of a new trend in 
Halloween activities. One Richmond 
teacher arranged for her class to take gifts 
to shut-ins. Dressed in their holiday cos- 
tumes they put on a short entertainment at 
each home they visited. 

In another case a church group of 
young people collected clothing for over- 
seas relief instead of the customary trick- 
or-treat. 

While everyone has been pleased with 
the decrease in vandalism, I wonder if 
the time hasn’t come for us to go a step 
further in promoting more wholesome 
activities for our children. For the four- 
to-six-year-olds, asking for treats at at 
neighbor's door is usually nothing more 
nor less than begging. For older young- 
sters who are substituting it for pranks 
it seems to me to have even more serious 
implications. What is the difference, ac- 
tually, between paying a 10-year-old off 
in bubble gum or candy apples, so that he 
will not slash your tires or steal your front 
porch light bulb, and paying off a gang- 
ster in $100 bills so that he will allow 
you to live and work unmolested? In 
principle they are one and the same. Just 
what are we teaching our young people 
under the guise of holiday fun? 

This was brought home to me forcibly 
this year by the last visitor I had Satur- 
day evening. After passing out treats 
not only the neighborhood little ones but 
to 14 and 15-year-olds who had come 
from as far away as seven miles, I was 
called to the door for the last time at 
10:30. A boy of 15 or so stood on my 
porch. He wore a bulging knapsack 
and carried a full laundry bag of 
goodies. As I gave him the last of my 
treats he sighed and said, “Well, this my 
last stop. Now I’ve got to ride my bike 
three miles to get home with this load.” 

I learned from our conversation that he 
had been “working” since 6 o’clock, push- 
ing bells as systematically as a census- 
taker. He complained that it wasn’t near- 
ly as much fun as playing tricks, but he 
“supposed it was worth it” in view of the 
“haul” he had made. 

Frankly the evening left a bad taste in 
my mouth. How about you?—PAvLA 
Van Wr in the Richmond News Leader. 
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WE HAVE SOMETHING HERE (3) 
WE HAVE SOMETHING TO GAIN 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


” 


“Enlarge the place of your tent.... 
—Isaiah 54:2. 


N THE proposed union of the United, 

the U.S. and the USA Presbyterians, 
we of the U.S. church have something to 
gain by it, as well as to give. 

What we gain is not bigness itself. 
There is no virtue in size, one way or the 
other. A large denomination is neither 
better nor worse than a small one merely 
by dint of statistics. 

The Southern church itself is larger 
now than it was a year ago. Is it cor- 
respondingly better? We hope so, but 
it cannot be proved by the adding ma- 
chine. 

We can express our principal gain from 
the proposed union in one inclusive word: 
Horizon. Our outlook can be greatly en- 
larged in a united church as it never can 
be in a strictly “Southern” church. There 
is a breadth, an inspiration, in the think- 
ing and planning of a nationwide church, 
which is wholesome for every part of it. 
The Christian Church is actually wider 
than any national boundaries; it is ano- 
malous to exist as a church which is even 
narrower in scope than the nation. 

The glory of America is its capacity for 
existing as a single nation combining re- 
gions so different as ours. Yet the po- 
litical bonds which unite our 48 states 
are far less vital and strong than the 
bonds which join Christians heart to 
heart. If each state is benefited (and it 
is) by being part of so great a country, 
by the same token each section of the 
church will benefit by belonging to a na- 
tional denomination. Ideas, personali- 
ties, movements of other regions will not 
be “foreign” any longer, but will in- 
creasingly be thought of as our own. 
(And, of course, vice versa.) 


F UNION takes place we shall find 

ourselves not simply in a larger but in 
a stronger church than before. The united 
church cannot help feeling the strength 
of the Scottish background and traditions 
of the United Presbyterians. We shall 
also be the gainers for being in the same 
church with the kind of people the USA 
Presbyterians are. 

In the South we suffer from eccle- 
siastical inbreeding. We see “our own 
kind” of people with much more sym- 
pathy than other kinds. 

The USA church is not without sin 
in this respect either; but sociologically 
they are less like peas in a pod than we 
are. Twice in their not-too-remote his- 
tory they have known what it means to 
unite with another Presbyterian denom- 
ination. In 1869 when New School and 
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Old School came together in a wonderful 
reunion which twenty years before would 
have been regarded as impossible; in 
1906 when the larger part of the Cum- 
berlanders were again joined with the 
mother church—another union which was 
said to be impossible and of which dire 
things were vainly predicted—the now 
united “USA” church knows from ex- 
perience the enlargement of heart that 
comes from union with those who had 
been estranged. 

We do not know this from experience, 
and it will do us good to be with those 
whose horizons have already been en- 
larged beyond our own. 

Our horizons will not be enlarged 
merely to the northward—that is taking 
much too narrow a view of it. It will be 
enlarged west, east and south. When we 
think of home missions we shall be no 
longer stopped by the Potomac and Mis- 
souri rivers, we shall be praying for and 
working in places like the mining camps 
of Montana, the fishermen of California, 
migrant workers in Kansas, outposts in 
Alaska. 

When we think of world missions, we 
shall not be confined to the half-dozen 
countries in which our U.S. Presbyterian 
church is at work, but also we shall be 
participating in missions in new South 
American frontiers, in the Philippines, in 
Egypt, the Sudan, the Near East, India— 
in the more than 30 countries which are 
served by the USA and UP churches. 


Everyone knows the enrichment that 
comes to the home church from even 
one field. How much more when “the 
field is the world’! 


UR horizons will be enlarged if in 

no other way by the interchange of 
personnel and ideas. A great deal of this 
now goes on, to everyone’s advantage. 
Individual differences, regional differ- 
ences, will remain, we hope. A uniformi- 
tarian church is always before our eyes, 
and we have no wish to be like it. But 
just as there is now no reason why a 
Presbyterian from Elmer, N. J., should 
feel strange in a Presbyterian church in 
McKeesport, Pa., or vice versa, so in a 
united church 
there need be no 
reason for a 
Presbytee rian 
from the bayou 
country to feel 
he has gone 
abroad if he 
joins a Presby- 
terian church on 
the Great Lakes. 
united church 
The horizons of our hearts are as wide 


Hearts and horizons. 


as the circles of our friends. At first, 
while the reunion is new, we may notice 
very little difference. But as the union 
becomes more and more a part of what 
we take for granted, we shall find to our 
delight that our circle of love has grown 
immensely wider, without making our 
own home church less dear. 


Modern Church Design 
Seen as Here to Stay 


Cuicaco (RNs)—Churches in the con- 
temporary design are here to stay, ac- 
cording to C. Harry Atkinson of New 
York, executive director of the National 
Council of Churches’ Bureau of Church 
Building. 

Mr. Atkinson, addressing a Confer- 
ence on Christian Education and Church 
Building here, gave these reasons for 
the trend: 

(1) Young architectural students are 
taught contemporary design today and 
no longer are schooled in classical styling. 

(2) A wealth of new building ma- 
terials and constructions are available 
today. 

(3) Today’s churches are planned 
primarily as functional meeting places, 
not “as huge monuments into which the 
functions are forced.” 

(4) The nation’s architects yearn to 
produce ecclesiastical architecture “re- 
flecting American democracy and religi- 
ous enthusiasm.” 

(5) The cost of skilled craftsmen 
necessary for classical building is pro- 
hibitive, especially that of “glorious, real 
Gothic work.” 

Building Boom 

Eighty-five church architects and de- 
nominationa] education and church ex- 
tension officials attended the meeting, 
called by the National Council to study 
the nation’s _half-billion-dollar-a-year 
church-building boom. 

The figure is conservative, Mr. Atkin- 
son said, because it is based on incom- 
plete building permit statistics. 

Many congregations have turned to 
building their own churches, he pointed 
out. Some wind up with strengthened 
church spirit and beautiful buildings 
others with “botched up” buildings that 
repel people, he said. 

Mr. Atkinson said provision for mod- 
ern, adequate Christian education facili- 
ties is one of the churches’ big problems 
today, an important one because half of 
every church dollar is invested there. 

He advocated big windows “so the 
children can look out, a well-equipped 
play yard, drama facilities, pleasing 
pastel-colored walls and housekeeping 
toys. Church schools must meet the 
child’s needs, and 95 per cent of the 
child’s life is play, he said. 

Mr. Atkinson has been commissioned 
to write a report based on findings of the 
meeting, the first of its kind ever held 
in the United States. 








LEADING GEORGIA LAYMEN FOR UNION 


The Bible Calls for Unity 


By BEN C. MILNER 


My earnest hope and prayer is that our 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., may reunite 
with the other greater Presbyterian bodies 
in this country. In reaching this conclu- 
sion I have been influenced, in the main, 
from three directions. 

Foremost is the fact that in my reading 
of the Bible I find everywhere attestations 
to the unity of the church, and nowhere 
approvals of its disunity. The New Tes- 
tament church was surely one. 

Our Book of Church Order states that 
denominations obscure the visible unity 
of the church—how much more, then, a 
split within our denominations beclouds 





MR. MILNER is an insurance man in the City 
of Atlanta. He is an elder in the Peachtree 
Road church. 
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our true oneness in Christ. Paul speaks 
of “. .. one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of us all... .” Divi- 
sion within the church, then, is surely 
man-made. 

While we may be unable to reunite all 
Christians in one visible body, surely we 
can—we must—do all that is in our 
power to heal the wounds of schism. The 
reunion of Presbyterian bodies in this 
country is the issue before us. It is the 
step we can now take to contribute to the 
oneness of the church. 

I have further been influenced in my 
decision by the relations I have enjoyed 
with Presbyterians around the country. I 
find no essential differences between our 
laymen—whether Northern or Southern. 
We are—after all—striving for the same 
goal: perfection in Christ. And beyond 
the hairline distinctions of rationalistic 
doctrines, we Presbyterians hold to a com- 
mon faith, a common worship and a com- 
mon form of government. My own church 


¢ ¢ EARLY DELIVERY - + 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 

















SOUTHWESTERN 


Rendering—for 106 years—the important service of training men and 
women of Christian character for leadership in the Church, business, 
industry, the arts, and the professions. 


PEYTON N. RHODES, President 
SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


> Memphis 12, Tennessee 














THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 
A GIVING PROBLEM 


This free booklet gives the simple plan of how, 
through your gift to Church Extension, you can also 
receive a safe, generous and assured income for life— 


beginning now. 


Your gift purchases a regular annuity for you and, 
depending on your age, you may receive up to 7% on 
your investment semi-annually—regardless of prevail- 
ing business conditions. The principle later goes to the 
spreading of Christianity throughout the South. People 
of all ages with large or small incomes may enjoy this 


plan. You'll want more details. 





‘Facing the Future with Your Money 
WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET .... for CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341 -B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Dept. A-1 Atlanta, Ga. 





10 


is heavily populated by newcomers from 
the northern parts of our land. Where 
they have found other ways and habits 
new, insofar as I know, they have found 
in the church a continuing fellowship, a 
tie between North and South. Practically 
speaking, there are no differences. Why 
should we allow formal distinctions to 
stand as a sign to the world of our dis- 
unity ? 

Finally, I am influenced by our min- 
isters. Contrary to the advocacy of some, 
[ have found them implicitly trustworthy 
in all matters. We expect them to stand 
before us Sunday after Sunday to pro- 
claim the Word of God. We expect them 
to pray with and for us. We expect them 
to counsel and comfort us in times of af- 
fiction and distress—to remind us con- 
stantly of His love and grace. Should 
we, then, expect them to lead us astray in 
this matter of reunion? (And the over- 
whelming majority seem to be for it.) 

Can we believe that those whom God 
has called—and whose call we have sub- 
sequently accepted and endorsed—can we 
believe that in this case they no longer 
speak the will of God as they know it, 
that they are no longer trustworthy, that 
they are no longer acting in their capacity 
as servants of the Word of God? I for 
one, cannct. Let us follow here, as else- 
where, the wonderful spiritual leadership 
God has been pleased to give us. 

Let us reunite—now! 





Presbyterians Map Joint 
Home Missions Program 


SWANNANOA, N. C. (RNS)—Plans for 
integrating the church extension and na- 
tional missions work of the three main 
Presbyterian denominations in the event 
they merge were made at a meeting here 
of the Board of National Missions, Pres- 
byterian Church in the USA. 

The Board approved the appointment 
of a continuing committee to work out 
details. 

Hermann N. Morse of New York, gen- 
eral secretary, said appointment of the 
committee will assure that “even if union 
is not approved at this time the three 
groups can cooperate in carrying out cer- 
tain fields of work like evangelism, radio 
and television broadcasting, rural and 
urban work, and church architecture and 
planning.” 

The other two bodies involved in the 
merger plan, now being voted upon by 
the local presbyteries, are the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., and the United Presby- 
terian Church. 

Dr. Morse said representatives of the 
three home missions boards have been 
meeting to plan for the conduct of the 
work until a permanent organization is 
created should union be approved. 

Some 60 members of the Board were 
told by Dr. Morse that top priority con- 
cerns of the church which affect national 
missions are new church developments 


THD PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 














; from 
Where 
habits 
found 
ship, a 
tically 

Why 
ons to 
ir dis- 


i FREE TO OUTLOOK 


worthy 
» stand 
O pro- 


7 SUBSCRIBERS! 


Should 
tray in 
) , | | THINK OF IT!-A one-year gift subscription to the person of 
a your choice, beginning with the Christmas issue or sooner if you 
longer 


Low it, request it. (A gift announcement card will be sent at Christmas 


y, that 
ipacity i 

nei time.) 
is else- 


lership 


Your renewal and one additional subscription which amounts to a gift 





This Gift Subscription for a full year .. . Sent 
FREE in your name to a present non-subscriber 
on 1 when accompanied by your own renewal order. 
‘am | 
— | Here is a special opportunity for you to: 
sana (1) Send THE OUTLOOK to someone who needs the regular, weekly help of this valuable 


_— source of information, inspiration and sheer enjoyment: 
;, Pres- 


ie (2) Prolong the spirit of Christmas and friendly thoughts of you throughout the coming 
rk out year; 


k, gen- 
of the 
F union 
ie | | éaetnsckeiinwies eee eee 
ut cer- 
1, radio 
al and The Presbyterian Outlook 


ire and 1 North 6th Street, Richmond 19, Virginia GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


Enclosed is $5.00.* Please renew my own subscription for 
es tae another year from the present date of expiration and enter a 
P . FREE gift subscription for one year for the person indicated in the 


yterian next column 
Presby- i Name 


(3) Extend your own subscription for one year, no matter when it is scheduled to expire. 














in the 
To receive the gift subscription: 





of the Subscriber’s Name Address 








re been 
of the Address 





City Zone State. 
ition is Ci 7 ¢ (Use separate sheet for additional sets of two (2) gift subscrip- 
nd —_ none tions for only $5. 











d were *$4 to ministers, DCE’s and ministers’ widows. Offer good for limited time only. 
ty con- 
ational 
ypments 


TLOOK 











NOVEMBER 29, 1954 11 











and the problem of the inner city church. 

“Redistribution of the population of 
the United States is a process which 
creates many hundreds of new communi- 
ties that existing churches, for one reason 
or another, cannot serve,” he said. 

“Our problem is to provide 
assist in the building of new 
where they are needed. 

“During the past 13 years, when de- 
velopment of new churches began a re- 
surgence after a 30-year lag, 511 new 
Presbyterian congregations have been 
organized, an average of around 50 a 
year. 

“In the next three years, it is estimated 
an additional $12,500,000 will be needed 
to aid such construction. Funds in part 
for this expansion will come from the 
present 12-million dollar Presbyterian 
building fund campaign now nearing 
completion.” 
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Scottish Pictures, London, for Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Films, Inc., Wash- 
ington, D. C., Souts IN CONFLICT gives 
an interesting estimate of modern mass 
evangelism in action. It is shown 
through Billy Graham’s recent London 
Crusade, the work of his associates, the 
tremendous attendance at the Harringay 
arena and more particularly the impact 
of the gospel on three persons whose life 
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situations are examined in a well built 
story. 

A young actress who has achieved her 
ambition to see her name in lights finds it 
somehow an empty victory. She remembers 
her father’s remark when she left the 
country vicarage in a rebellious mood, 
“God has a plan for you, vou have not 
found it yet... .” A test-pilot at a subur- 
ban airdrome, exhilarated from a flight 
in the highest heavens, wondering about 
God, saying, “it is easy to believe when 
vou are upstairs” is rebuffed by the skep- 
ticism of the engineer who refuses to 
consider what “he cannot put on a draw- 
ing board.” A factory mechanic with a 
short temper spends too much time at the 
“pub” on the way home, gambles in a 
“football pool” hoping that it will bring 
him riches. He quarrels with his wife 
and scolds his daughter who answers 
sharply. 

Through varying approaches, the ac- 
tress, the pilot, the factory girl come un- 
der the ministry of the Evangelistic Cru- 
sade, eventually attend meetings at 
Harringay and hear Billy Graham offer 
the claims of the Gospel. The results are 
convincingly depicted. Each, in his own 
way, is affected. The actress returns home 
to think through her experience and plan 
for her life. Her father rejoices. 

Thus, in a simple and beautiful con- 
clusion a large vista on the world’s ills 
and unanswered questions is focused on 
the ever-offered but often ignored mercy 
of the love and grace of God through 
Christ. This is the message of the film. 
It is the purpose of evangelism and a 
phase of contemporary religious life. 

Featured in the cast are three British 
actors, Joan Hinmill, Eric Micklewood 
and Charles Leno. Colleen Townsend 
Evans plays herself. This production is 
in Eastman Color, well directed by Dick 
Ross, assisted by Leonard Reeve. A 


musical score composed and conducted by 
Ralph Carmichael sustains the action and 
the singing by the London Crusade Choir 
is inspiring. 
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Yearning for the Living God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for December 12, 1954 
Psalms 42; 84; 102:25-27 


Deep down in the human heart there 
is a driving desire for God. As Robert 
W. Stackel writes: 

“Some people try to satisfy this thirst 
with substitutes. They feed their souls 
on the pleasures of this world, but the 
soul grows anemic on this diet. Or they 
chloroform this longing by loving wor- 
ship of some other person or of them- 
selves, and the noble longing for God 
lies limp. Or they throw the desire for 
God some old bones to gnaw on, and it 
gets starved to weakness. Meanwhile, 
their life remains unsatisfied.” (Uniform 
Lesson Commentary). 

Then a situation arises in which they 
become aware of their own utter helpless- 
ness. Some then turn to God. Today 
that is happening on an accelerated scale. 
Our age is one of fear and insecurity. 
And men are turning in increasing num- 
bers to the church, to the study of the 
Bible, to religious literature—to novels 
like The Robe and The Great Fisherman, 
to biographies, such as A Man Called 
Peter, to inspirational books which 
stress The Power of Positive Thinking. 
There are an increasing number of movies 
dealing with religious themes; Christian 
radio and television programs are grow- 
ing in popularity. Billy Graham attracts 
huge crowds in Great Britain and Amer- 
ica. 

All of us at times long for a more sat- 
isfactory knowledge of God than we 
possess, for the assurance of his presence, 
for the realization of his power, for the 
enjoyment of his peace. 

We are prepared therefore to enter 
sympathetically into the experience of the 
Psalmists chosen for our present study. 


Psalm 42 

The 42nd Psalm was written by an 
Israelite who was held captive in a for- 
eign land, who was taunted and oppress- 
ed by his enemies, and who longed des- 
perately for the consciousness of God’s 
presence. 

He begins his Psalm with a vivid 
picture taken from the animal world. 

“It is the dry season of the year. The 
wadies of the table land of Palestine are 
arid, one fountain after another has run 
dry. We see a hind (rather than a hart; 
it is a feminine noun in the Hebrew) 
with parched tongue standing between 
the rocks, panting for water. It is to the 
sensitive soul of our poet-psalmist a pic- 
ture of his spiritual thirst to ‘see the 
face of God.’” (Leslie: The Psalms) 

“As a hart longs for the flowing 
streams, 
So longs my soul for thee, O God. 
My soul thirsts for God, for the 
living God.” 
There are many things for which we 
thirst, e.g., cool and refreshing water, 
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applause, popularity, wealth, home, se- 
curity and love. We also thirst for 
knowledge and beauty and justice. But 
there is another thirst which is deeper 
than any of these, even though there are 
many who are unaware of it, and that 
is the thirst after God, the living God, 
one who knows, feels and loves, one who 
holds fellowship with men. 

“This thirst, this hunger of the human 
soul for the heights,’ writes W. F. An- 
derson in Hammer and Sparks, “is a deep 
psychological fact. To deny it, or merely 
to ignore it, is spiritual blindness. This 
is a fruitful cause of dissatisfied, warped, 
frustrated, personalities. Born for the 
mountains, we pine away when enclosed 
in narrow valleys.” ‘The tragedy is that 
so many burn out their lives going after 
things that cannot finally satisfy. Au- 
gustine put it in an unforgettable phrase: 
“Thou hast made us for thyself, O God, 
and our souls cannot rest until they find 
their rest in Thee.” 

“My soul thirsts for God, for the liv- 
ing God,” the Psalmist cried, and then 
asked, “When shall I come and behold 
the face of God?” He means in the 
temple of Jerusalem. It appears from the 
Psalm that the writer was a musician, 
a player upon the harp (see 43:4, which 
is from the same hand), and in this 
capacity he had led bands of pilgrims 
to the holy place (42:4). Now he is in 
prison, or a captive, as we have seen, in 
the power of his enemies. They taunt 
him continually by asking, mockingly, 
“Where is your God?” The implication 
is that his God is indifferent to his needs, 
or else impotent to help, or perhaps only 
a figment of his imagination. The Psalm- 
ist can no longer hide his grief and has 
lost all relish for his food. He lived 
centuries before Christ gave his great 
lesson on true worship to the woman by 
the well (John 4:23-24) and thought 
he must come to Jerusalem to see the face 
of God. He did not realize, as some- 
times we do not, that God is always pres- 
ent. It is not enough then to study 
God’s Word unless we can say: 

“Beyond the sacred page, I seek Thee, 
Lord, 

My Spirit pants for Thee, O Living 
Word.” 

Unless we act on the words of a mod- 
ern psalmist (Lord Tennyson) : 

“Speak to him thou, for he hears, 
and Spirit with spirit can meet 
Closer is he than breathing, and 
nearer than hands and feet.” 

Nonetheless there is value in religious 
fellowship, in acts of corporate worship. 
If this privilege were withdrawn from us 


we would appreciate more than we do 
now what it has meant to us. We can 
understand why the Psalmist should long 
to worship again in Jerusalem. 

The Psalmist realizes, however, that 
his excessive grief is unworthy of one 
who has faith in God. “Why are you 
cast down, O my soul,” he cries, ‘and 
why are you disquieted (i.e., tossed and 
agitated) within me?” The author here 
‘presents himself to us,” says Calvin, 
“divided into two parts.” As Perowne 
comments, “It is the struggle between the 
spirit of faith and the spirit of dejection, 
between the higher nature and the lower, 
between the spirit and the flesh. The true 
I speaks, the faith which is born of God 
rebukes the depression and gloom of his 
natural infirmity.” 

The remedy, he reminds himself and 
us, is to put our hope in God. F. W. Rob- 
ertson says that we must “distinguish 
between the feelings of faith that God is 
present and the hope of faith that he 
will be so.... There are hours in which 
physical derangement darkens the win- 
dows of the soul; days in which shattered 
nerves make life simply endurance; 
months and years in which intellectual 
difficulties, pressing for solution, shut 
out God. Then faith must be replaced 
by hope.” The Psalmist’s hope was not 
in himself, nor in man, but in God. And 
that is the source of our hope too. If we 
had no hope, or if our hope did not ex- 
tend beyond this present world, then we 
too might despair even as those about 
us who have no hope. The Psalmist had 
no such basis for his hope, as we do in 
Jesus Christ, yet he was assured that 
“T shall again praise him, my help and 
my God.” 

And yet the Psalmist cannot imme- 
diately overcome his grief, as is the case 
also at times with many of us. He knows 
that he should not be sad, that his soul 
should not be cast down, and yet he has 
to acknowledge that such is the case. 
“What sufferer has not felt thus?” asks 
Albert Barnes. 

“When he really wished to trust in 
God; when he hoped that all things 
would be better; when he saw that he 
ought to be calm and cheerful, his sor- 
rows have returned like a flood, sweeping 
all these feelings away for the time, 
filling his soul with anguish, compelling 
him to form these resolutions anew, and 
driving him afresh to the throne of grace, 
to beat back the returning tide of grief, 
and to bring the soul to calmness and 
peace.” 

That is exactly what the Psalmist does. 
In the second part of the Psalm (vss. 
6-11) he beats back each wave of sorrow 
with the thought of God in whom he puts 
his trust. Thus in vs. 6: ‘My soul is 
cast down within me, therefore I remem- 
her thee from the land of Jordan and 
of Hermon, from Mount Mizar (in other 
words, in the place of his exile). That 
is what we must learn to do in our times 
of sorrow, wherever we may find our- 
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selves, and whatever may be the circum- 
stances. Again in vss. 7-8: “Deep calls 
to deep at the thunder of thy cataracts” 
—the melting winter snows of Mount 
Hermon, drawn from one deep source 
after another, make roaring cascades of 
the mountain streams in the spring. “In 
their pell-mell course the writer sees a 
symbol of his distressing upset. As these 
freshets cause the Jordan to flood, so his 
troubles are flooding over him.” And yet 
“by day the Lord commands his stead- 
fast love; and at night his song is with 
me, a prayer to the God of my life.” 
(vs. 8, RSV) 

Again in vs. 9-11: “I say to my God, 
my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? 
...” And again it is borne in upon him 
that he who believes in God should not 
be cast down. “Hope in God, he con- 
cludes, “for I shall again praise him, my 
help and my God.” As Albert Barnes 
comments : 

“He has reached the true source of 
comfort to the afflicted and the sad—the 
living God as his God, and his mind is 
calm. Why should a man be sorrowful 
when he feels that he has a God? Why 
should his heart be sad when he can pour 
out his sorrows before him? Why should 
he be cast down and gloomy when he 
can hope—hope for the favor of God 


here; hope for immortal life in the 
world to come.” 
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Psalm 84 


The 84th psalm, like the 42nd, was 
written by a man who was unable to 
worship in the temple, probably because 
of the exile. It struck such a popular 
note that it became in time one of the 
great processional hymns, sung by the 
worshippers as they approached the sanc- 
tuary. 

In the first two verses the singer ex- 
presses his intense longing for the wor- 
ship of God’s House. The rsv translates 
more acceptably and clearly than the Kjv: 
“How lovely is thy dwelling place, O 
Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yea, faints 
(Goodspeed translates ‘pines’) for the 
courts of the Lord; my heart and flesh sing 
for the joy to the living God.” Soul, heart 
and flesh refer to the emotions, the rea- 
son and the will, with the living organ- 
ism of the body through which they act, 
i.e., the whole man. Emotions, reason, 
will, personality all find their fulfill- 
ment, their completion in God. Religion 
for the Psalmist was no sad and serious 
matter. He went to the temple not from 
the sense of duty, but with a thrill of 
expectancy. For the temple, to the Psalm- 
ist, was no mere edifice. It was a place 
in which God lived, where he might 
be found of men, truly the house of God. 
“My heart and flesh,” he cried, “sing for 
joy to the living God.” And that is why 
the temple was so lovely to the Psalmist. 
Not because of its architecture, or its 
hangings, or its order of worship, or the 
excellence of its choir (though none of 
these is to be despised), but because there 
God dwells and communes with those who 
worship in spirit and in truth. With those 
who worship in spirit and truth! Whether 
or not we find God when we worship 
in the sanctuary depends in large meas- 
ure upon the spirit in which we go into 
the sanctuary. If heart, mind and will 
sing for joy to the living God, our search 
will be rewarded; if we go unwillingly, 
as a matter of habit, or from a sense of 
duty, he may still break through and 
touch our spirits with his own, but the 
chance is not so great. 

The Psalmist’s great longing for the 
house of God leads him in the next two 
verses to speak of the blessings of those 
who dwell continually within it. He envies 
the birds who are free to build their nest 
in the immediate precincts of the temple. 
They have a happiness which he cannot 
enjoy. They are nearer to God, so it 
seems to him in his despondency, than 
he is. The birds are happy who find 
shelter beneath the sacred roof; far more 
happy, truly blessed are they who dwell 
there “ever singing thy praise.” He is 
speaking here of the actual members of 
the temple. 


“Even the sparrow finds a home, and 
the swallow a nest for herself.” The 
Psalmist may be thinking here of the 
peace which the swallows possess as 
they sit on their nest; to him it is a 
symbol of the peace which is available 


for man in the sanctuary, peace for the 
soul of man “grown weary through his 
own derelictions, overwrought with sor. 
row, broken in disappointment.” 


Or as Herbert L. Willett once wrote: 


“Birds could be seen flying about the 
temple area, apparently feeling quite at 
home and safe, and that symbolized to 
the singers the security that should 
belong to all men if they worshipped 
God in truth and sincerity.” 

The third stanza (vss. 5-8) was prob- 
ably written at a later time. The blessed 
include not only those who dwell in the 
holy place of God’s city and near to his 
house, but also those who can visit it 
with the caravans of pilgrims at the great 
national festivals, in whose hearts are 
the highways to Zion (so the RSV), i.e, 
the men who have their mind set on going 
to the Holy Place and who find their 
strength in God. The Psalmist illus- 
trates the blessings which such worship 
brings by a striking figure in vs. 6. The 
Valley of Baca may be translated as the 
Valley of Weeping (so the asv). It was 
some waterless and barren valley through 
which the pilgrims passed on their way 
to Jerusalem. It may well stand for 
those sorrowful periods of life through 
which all the people of God pass. Faith 
turned this valley, all such valleys for 
the pilgrims, into a place of springs (so 
the rsv); “‘the early rain also covers it 
with pools.” That is, those who seek 
God in his house find refreshment under 
the most untoward circumstances, while 
God refreshes them with showers of bless- 
ings from above, as the autumnal rains 
clothe the dry plains with grass and 
flowers. And instead of fainting on their 
toilsome journey they gain fresh strength 
as they advance (vs. 7). And as the 
Psalmist sings of these blessings he pours 
out a prayer that he may share in them 
too. 

In the final stanza (9-12) the Psalm- 
ist rises to the joyful conviction that not 
only are they blessed who dwell in God’s 
house (vs. 4) and those who are able 
to visit it at regular intervals (vs. 5), 
but they who, whether they worship in it 
or not, are one with him in faith: “Bless- 
ed is the man who trusts in thee” (Vs. 
12). “For a day in thy courts,” he de- 
clares, “is better than a thousand else- 
where.” And this leads the Psalmist 
to declare that he would rather perform 
the humblest service in the temple of him 
who tolerates no evil than be entertained 
as a guest where wickedness makes its 
home. For the Lord is a sun and shield; 
he bestows favor and honor; no good 
thing does he withhold from those who 
walk uprightly. 

Psalm 102:25-27 adds just one addi- 
tional thought. Compared with man’s 
brief span of life, heaven and earth are 
emblems of permanence; yet they perish, 
and only God abides—only God and 
those who put their trust in him. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


PSYCHOTHERAPY AND THE CHRISTIAN 
MESSAGE. By Albert C. Outler. Harper and 
Bros., New York. 262 pp., $3.50. 

Dr. Outler is convinced that psycho- 
therapy has a positive contribution to 
make to the thoughtful Christian who is 
willing to submit to the necessary dis- 
ciplines of study and guidance. This is 
true because both Christianity and psy- 
chotherapy are concerned with the well- 
being of the whole human person. ‘“Psy- 
chotherapy has emerged as a significant 
help in identifying and measuring the 
dimensions of the neurotic pattern and its 
consequence in human life.” 

But the psychotherapist, and this is 
inevitable, has not stopped with “practical 
knowledge.” In order to study human 
experience and its dynamic structures, 
some perspective on the human situation 
was required and some “model” of ex- 
istence needed. Psychotherapy has be- 
come more than a healing art. It has 
gone on to develop normative theories of 
human growth and maturation, it has 
found itself’ commenting on the great 
issues of human nature and the ordering 
of life. It is here in the realm of the in- 
terpretation of values and of the meanings 
of what it observes, and of the statement 
of the norms by which behavior should be 
measured that psychotherapy and Chris- 
tianity come into tension. 

We need to be aware of the fact of 
this tension because psychotherapy is as- 
sociated in the popular mind with science, 
and all the tremendous prestige and au- 
thority of modern science are accorded by 
many to everything the psychotherapists 
say. This seems to be true whether their 
statements are the result of truly scien- 
tific discovery or whether they are merely 
the opinions and beliefs of those who 
pronounce them. 

In view of the fact that Sigmund 
Freud, the father of modern psychother- 
apy, was heir to the traditions of religious 
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humanism and reductive naturalism, it 
is not unnatural that the “faith” out of 
which psychotherapy develops its “in- 
terpretation” is the faith of the secular 
humanist. 

CHarLEs E, S. KRAEMER. 
Richmond, Va. 


MENTAL HEALTH IN THE HOME. By 
Laurence S. McLeod; Bookman Associates, 
New York, 243 pp., $3.50. 

The author is dean of the graduate 
division of the University of Tulsa. He 
states in the preface that his intention is 
to enable parents to “give wholesome 
guidance to their children to the end and 
that they may grow into happy and well 
adjusted adults.” That this is a worthy 
goal no one can deny. 

His procedure is to deal with various 
aspects of mental health under such topics 
as independence, security, introversion, 
complexes, and the like. It is obvious 
that he is thoroughly familiar with the 
manifestations of mental] health, and the 
marks of deviation. Thus it is disap- 
pointing to find that his approach is me- 
chanistic, based on injunction and advice, 
giving little attention to the underlying 
meaning of the behavior manifestation. 

Thus, he reminds us that “‘worry feeds 
upon a feeling of inferiority, ignorance, 
uncertainty, and an idle brain” and says 
we ought not to engage in it. He tells 
us not to be depressed, or to have com- 
plexes; that we should develop a liking 
for people and be mature. With these 
goals none can disagree. Nevertheless, 
people who can follow them are already 
doing so, whereas those who cannot, do 
not suffer from a lack of knowledge or 
desire, but from the inability to act on 
knowledge they already have. Dr. Mc- 
Leod’s answer is, “Know what you want 
to do, thing of this and form a plan of 
action, and then carry it out by degrees 
with patience and determination.” 


Though this seems reasonable, and is 
often proffered today as a solution, the 
experience of this reviewer indicates that 
no such facile course of action is possible. 
In the end, one suspects that homes which 
have mental health would find un-needed 
comfort in the book, whereas those that 
lack it would put the volume down no 
nearer a solution than when they picked 
it up. 

Wo. B. OcLEssy, JR. 
Richmond, Va. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Worship Services for Teen-Agers. Alice 
A. Bays. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $3.00. 

In-laws Pro and Con. Evelyn Millis Du- 
vall. Association Press, N. Y. $3.95. 

The Ministry of the Church. James D. 
Smart. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
$3.00. 

Church and State in Luther and Calvin. 
William A; Mueller. Broadman Press, Nash- 





ville. $2.50. 

The Pastor’s Hospital Ministry. Richard 
K. Young. Broadman Press, Nashville. 
$2.50. 


The Gospel of Giving. Herschel H. Hobbs. 


Broadman Press, Nashville. $2.25. 
I Can Tell God Things. Robbie Trent. 
Broadman Press, Nashville. $1.50. 


Narcissa and Marcus Whitman. Ann 
West Williams. Association Press, N. Y. 
$2.00. 

Signs and Symbols in Christian Art. 
George Ferguson. Oxford University Press, 
N. Y. $10.00. 

Golden Moments of Religious Inspiration. 
Edited by Ruth M. Elmquist. McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., N. Y. $3.75. 

The Old Testament and the Fine Arts. 
Cynthia Pearl Maus. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$5.95. 

The Hope That Sets Men Free, 
Conn. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.50. 

Me. Inez Hogan. E. P. Dutton & Co., 
Inc., N. Y. $2.00. 

Customs and Cultures. 


Howard 


Eugene A. Nida. 


Harper & Bros., N. Y. $4.00. 
The White Rose of Stuart. 
Torre. 


Lillian de la 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, N. Y. $2.50. 
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JOEKEL MEMORIAL FUND 

Friends of Samuel L. Joekel, whose 
death was reported here last week, are 
contributing to the S. L. Joekel Memorial 
Fund at Austin Seminary where he 
taught for 28 years. The November issue 
of the Seminary Bulletin will be dedi- 
cated to his memory. Copies will be sent 
upon request to 100 W. 27th St., Austin, 
Texas. 


CHANGES 

Maurice C. Yeargan from Iowa Park, 
Texas, to 1223 Division St., Sulphur, 
Oklahoma. 

Harold W. Minor, Jr., from Chamblee, 
Ga., to 6329 Ferry Dr., N. E., Sandy 
Springs, Ga. 

John McSween from Clinton, S. C., to 
First church, 520 Washington Ave., 
Savannah, Ga., through February 10. 

Ralph J. Cottier from Kansas City, Mo., 
to the Central church, St. Paul, Minn., 
where he is associate pastor. 

David Daniels from Jonesboro, Ga., to 
the Murray Hill church, Jacksonville, 
Fla. 

Robert R. Wallace from Cantonment, 
Fla., to Salem Road, Strother, S. C. 

Raymond A. Partlow from Paris, Tex., 
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to the Dial and Main Street 
(USA), Honey Grove, Texas. 

T. Chalmers Henderson from Osceloa, 
Ark., to 11951 Manhattan, Kirkwood 22, 
Mo., the Des Peres church. 

Joseph Dunglinson, now retired, is liv- 
ing at Black Mountain, N. C. 

P. J. Garrison, Jr., from Atlanta, Ga., 
to 2333 Elizabeth Ave., S. W., Winston- 
Salem, N. C. 

G. C. Bidwell from Prairie Grove, Ark., 
to Glenwood, Ark. 

Charles M. Coles, formerly of the Bowl- 
ing Green, Ky. (USA) church, is now at 
74-A Roosevelt Ave., Greenville, S. C., 
where he is leading in the work of a new 
Negro church. 

William Burton from Cedar City, Utah, 
USA church to the Curry Memorial 
church, Davies Plantation Road, Rt. 3, 
Memphis, Tenn. 


churches 


DEATHS 

Alfred Lewis Patterson, 86, Birming- 
ham, Ala., died November 3. Dr. Patter. 
son was pastor emeritus of the Hull] 
Memorial church, Savannah, Ga., retiring 
in 1942 after a pastorate of 27 years. He 
had made his home in Birmingham since 
1949. 

John Wesley Rice, Sr., 60, Okolona, 
Miss., died September 15. For some 
years before going to Okolona he wag 
pastor of the Westminster church, Bir. 
mingham.. A ministerial son, J. W. Rice, 
Jr., is pastor of Westminster, Birming- 
ham, at the present time. 

Frances King (Mrs. Wallace) Black 
died in El Paso, Texas, November 16, 
following a long illness. She was the 
daughter of the Charles L. Kings (First 
church, Houston) widely known through 
out the church. 


Union Will Come 


By WALLACE M. ALSTON 


I have always favored the reunion of 
the branches of the Presbyterian Church 
and have looked forward to the time 
when, in the providence of God, this 
could be accomplished. The only hesi- 
tation that I have ever had has had to 
do with the timing and the methods of 
achieving the end-result. 

I am personally convinced that a strong 
re-united Presbyterian family can serve 
far more effectively in the work of the 
Kingdom of God than the 'separate com- 
ponent Presbyterian groups could pos- 
sibly do. I am persuaded that God is 
leading in the union movement and that 
even if the present attempt to re-unite 
should fail, the will of God in this matter 
will be expressed in future efforts which 


DR. ALSTON is president of Agnes Scott 
College, Decatur, Ga. He has been a pastor 
in Kentucky, West Virginia and Georgia and 
at one time directed the Assembly’s youth 
program. 


will in time effectuate a united Presby- 
terian Church. I could not do otherwise 
than to cast my vote in favor of union 
when the matter comes before the presby: 
tery of which I am a member. In @ 
broken and confused world, I pray and 
intend to work for a greater measure of 
health, unity and strength in the body of 
Chri't. 
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